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organizing Better Living Societies1 to meet that need. A
still more deeply felt need in the more advanced parts of
the province is the consolidation of holdings.2 By inherit-
ance and other forms of transfer and alienation the farm
holdings have got so scattered that a man with a six-acre
farm may have thirty or forty fields scattered over the
whole area of the village. The farmers are desperate. They
cannot plough, they cannot watch their crops, new wells
cannot be sunk, irrigation water is wasted, and causes of
quarrel and dispute are innumerable. They are ready to
do anything, even to give up the fields they and their
forebears have farmed for hundreds of years, even to
abandon their pet feuds and quarrels, if only by a process
of mutual exchanges, they can get all their land together in
one or two places instead of twenty or thirty. Here is the
ideal opportunity for co-operation. And co-operation has
seized it and is here seen at its very best. A visit to the
villages where the latest methods of consolidation are in
vogue is an inspiration. Not only are the fields being
re-planned and re-allotted, but the whole lay-out of the
village is being redone, roads are being straightened,
widened and raised, ponds and depressions round the
village are being filled and new ponds dug in more suitable
spots, recreation grounds are being provided, an area for
refuse pits set aside, pits are being dug, even rose hedges
planted on both sides of some of the roads, while in some
villages they are already thinking of rebuilding the whole
village on a new plan. Brick kilns, graveyards, and burn-
ing-ghats have been re-sited in more suitable places,
occupancy tenants have been settled with—in most cases
receiving ownership of three-quarters of their tenancies—
adverse possession which could probably have been
1 See p. 173.	« See pp. 174, 199, 202.

